
Pierre Odier
The 2010 Spirit of Adventure Award Recipient

Pierre Odier travels o� the beaten path to remote corners of our earth so he can 
document vanishing minorities, endangered cultures, traditions, and historical 
landmarks. Pierre is an explorer who enjoys adventure travel and photo expeditions 
while at the same time has a great desire to study ethnic and cultural diversity.

Whether it's teaching students to live o� the land and leading them on extended 
journeys to Africa, the North Pole, or the Copper Canyons in Mexico; 4-wheeling 
through Turkey, Iran, and China; or walking from Mongolia to the US, Pierre Odier 
truly captures the "Spirit of Adventure."

Born in Lausanne, Switzerland, Pierre moved to the United Sates in 1959 and joined 
the United States Army as a communications specialist.  After his service in the Army, 

Pierre lived in Tacoma, Washington, where he owned and operated a restaurant-nightclub, an art gallery, and 
worked as an interpreter and translator.  Upon completion of his teaching credentials Pierre moved to Glendale, 
California, to accept a teaching position.

Odier has been the president of the National Photography Instructors Association (N.P.I.A.), editor of a national 
photography publication, member of the National College Board Fine Arts Committee, and travels extensively as 
a lecturer and conference speaker. He is the two-time past president of the Adventurers' Club of Los Angeles, 
current president of the Adventurers' Foundation, and a member of the Explorers Club Of New York.  He has pub-
lished 10 books on various topics ranging from the de�nitive history of Alcatraz to the documentation of vanish-
ing indigenous tribes, and is about to embark on a trip to Kashmir, Pakistan, and Afghanistan the day following 
his Spirit of Adventure Award presentation at the HI-Los Angeles Members Meeting.


