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�����$fter spending a year of exchange at the Academy of Fine Arts 
in Guangzhou, China, Jessica Lah was inspired to travel to the 
site of the catastrophic 2008 Wenchuan Earthquake in Sichuan 
province.  While there, she investigated the process of demolition 
and reconstruction of the roads, cities, and communities, along 
with the positive and negative effects of the healing stages of 
recovery.
  Jessica collected hundreds of notes, drawings, watercolors, 
and photographs during her days in Wenchuan. Upon her return, 
she composed paintings based on her investigative material. 
The painting process became a way to organize her thoughts 
and make connections between her visual accounts, personal 
interactions with people, and outside research. As the painting 
came into clarity, so did her understanding of her experience in 
Wenchuan.
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Aftershock by Jessica Lah

Night by Jessica Lah

Beichuan, China 6/15/09: One of the hundreds of 
watercolors Jessica painted during her travels in China

  For more paintings, photos, and to read Jessica’s full story in 
her own words, visit our website �Z�Z�Z���O�D�K�R�V�W�H�O�V���R�U�J

  The Los Angeles Council of HI-USA presents an annual 
Travel Grant in the amount of $1,000 to an individual who is 
just beginning his/her travel experiences in life. It is the goal 
of the LA Council to encourage and promote the pursuit of 
world exploration and experiential learning through this grant. 
The applicant’s abilities to learn from his/her unique real-
world experiences and to share these experiences with HI-USA 
members upon returning from the trip play a large part in the 
selection process.  More information and an application for the 
2010 Travel Grant is available on our website �O�D�K�R�V�W�H�O�V���R�U�J
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